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From hot spots and hidden gems to lots of local flavor It's your guide to
L A the unscripted way And tonight we're hitting a real high note Hello
everyone and welcome to L A unscripted I'm Devin and this is the art deco
masterpiece the Aon Theater in Beverly Hills Tonight we're exploring the
musical side of so so what better way to start off than with the reveal of this
cultural and architectural landmark built in 1930 The Saban Theater is a
2000 seat cultural landmark here in Beverly Hills that graces everyone from
the 19 thirties to today on stage It is a historical landmark It's on the
historical register It is the art deco It is probably the most iconic thing as you
come into Beverly Hills that you see It used to be called the Fox Theater And
it is truly a vaudeville theater where the there's an orchestra pit and it's got a
beautiful green room and it's got a wonderful stage that uh can pretty much
accommodate any national act Kenny Loggins The Temptations Paul Anka is
huge Neil Sedaka We have Gordon Lightfoot is coming back for I think this
is one of his fifth times playing here It's his last tour Little Wayne just played
here That was a great concert Snoop plays here a lot So we have a lot of
really fun and people look at this as their hometown The cool thing is is like
this stage We don't realize it also comes out oh I extends out another right to
the edge of the seats in the 19 thirties It was built as a Fox theater and it was
used for Vaudeville Wilshire Boulevard was the epicenter of Hollywood and
this is where they had all the major premier of the time The major films that
have premiered here would be the African Queen How to Marry a
Millionaire and 12 Angry Men This is the famed Green room here at the
Savon Theater and I swear to you I can almost feel all the history from this
room A lot of our culture is based on our music and we provide music
sometimes it doesn't fit in stadium but we have to literally do 300 concerts a
year for a venue to survive and for it to generate enough income to be able to
go on year after year after year So this is probably one of the more versatile
theaters that you've ever seen because we go from doing rock concerts to
doing Tommy to doing right You know Joseph the Amazing Technicolor
Dream Code It's called the Saban theater because Haim Saban donated some
money so that we could remodel and redo all of the proscenium and it's all
hand painted like on the walls You can look at all the inlaid gold and they're
really doing it right They're bringing it back to what it was in the 19 thirties
The first time you come here is an overwhelming experience We love to say
the worst seat in the house here is 150 ft away from the stage That's the



worst seat That's the nosebleed worst seat in the house You who else is
coming Donny Osman We love Donny Osman All right Now do Coke is
about to show you why It's totally cool to be a gold digger It's another
musical who knew we've created a total environment for music lovers music
creators We've got a 10 room boutique hotel We've got this music venue that
used to be a strip bar for 38 years and the back building was a Boat Trusts uh
6000 square foot building That was Ed Wood's studio back in the day back in
the fifties touring artists that you might be familiar with We play here Um DJ
S are in the back booth Uh you know like making a fun sweaty dance party
for uh our crowd here at the bar Was this an active bar Yeah it was a strip bar
bikini bar for many years 38 years It was gold diggers and gold Diggers was
a bikini bar that sign out there is original and that's what we bought A lot of
people come here to create and they see the bar and and what it has to offer
um as it's as a music venue and they want to be a part of that It sounds great
in here It looks cool It's in a cool part of town So there's I think there's a
number of things The hotel doesn't hurt The key to this project was that
upstairs used to be a hotel in the twenties So it still zoned a hotel You know
like after uh playing a gig you can just kind of stumble upstairs and go to bed
and you know have a good time So just off of Santa Monica Boulevard
you've got the bar Now this is the hotel this is our little secret hideaway of
the hotel Well I've an effort into this I've had a great architect and designer
that I worked with So we have brought back to life the original inn above a
tavern with tavern Now at our music venue the Inn now our Swanky little
boutique hotel Uh I'm Rachel Insel newer Dave's wife among lots of other
things like the mama bear at this hotel This is room 10 My favorite Come on
in So when you walk in here what does this scream to you Oh you made it
baby It kind of does though I mean it it's got the the plush the plushness the
view You're above a super fun bar Like it's it's it's my favorite room So
you're telling me there's a different feel for every room Yes they're all they're
all similar but different different Some of them are suites Some of them are a
little smaller one has a balcony One thing I really like about gold diggers is
from the exterior You might not kind of guess that this is what's behind the
walls but this is what's behind the walls Drink sleep record It's kind of all
encompassing This was the bar and the the stage And now we're walking out
to uh uh you know once upon a time that was a strip club and this was the
hotel back in the twenties So it was basically an in above a tavern on route
66 which is what this was in the twenties got the bar and the stage And now
over here you've got a fully developed recording studio That's right We



ended up taking over this space and we gutted it down to the four walls It
was pretty beat up We need a lot of retrofitting and then we built a building
within a building We find a little hidden gem of Hollywood history that
we've repurposed and made it so you can make your own history here And
how many studios are we looking at 99 studios here That's what brought
together the Drink Sleep Record kind of motto that we put together And
when we got the building we started to do the demolition of it but we had
known that it was Ed Wood's old sound stage originally underneath the floor
In the the in our main sound stage back there is a you know a pit where Bella
Lugosi came up from the grave So it's cool to have a part of Hollywood
history here for sure It's become a real community of music lovers and
creators and the staff we have is amazing Everybody that works here They're
music lovers Some of them are music creators too It's got a real family vibe
to it you know and that's what I'm most proud of Nice job doggy fresh and if
dancing to music isn't enough for you and you really want to get into the spin
of things while the beat junkies can get you in the know for the cross Let's go
Anyone can learn how to DJ and we provide everything ty DJ Babu b junkie
crew revealing to y'all where we build better DJ s right here at the B junkie
and into the sound Y'all we've had students as old as 50 plus We take them
all colors shapes sizes creeds We want to teach everybody the art of djing
and it's been amazing All right Listen up the face a little bit I am the dean of
students What do you say I've been doing radio pretty much almost like 20
years Um I was at Power 106 from 95 until 2006 17 years Teaching and D
Jing for 34 years All right Here we go Greg You know when I started I was
in high school I was just your average kid I wasn't a very good athlete You
know I wasn't the smartest but you know with with djing it really gave me
my identity Most people probably know me for my affiliation with my rap
group and dilated peoples I spent the majority of the late nineties and the
early two thousands touring the world making music all the while in the
background I was always affiliated with my DJ crew the be junk We get
students from all walks of life Um No matter what type of profession they're
in that people have always been curious about the art of DJ I've always
noticed that women ladies always um learned a lot faster because they're not
scared to move to the music as they're learning Here we go So it's a boys
club with DJ It makes me really happy to see that the girls are coming in and
stepping into this type of art form and really being good at it My name is
Marisol and I am the founder of Ladies of Sound the official Women's
Division of the Beat Junkie Institute of Sound We have a program called



Intro to DJ which is an eight week program where you come in and learn just
basic music theory basic scratches basic mixing We have another um
program called foundation and that can run from anywhere from 8 to 10
months And we combine what we learned growing up on vinyl digging
through the crate And about halfway through the program they're able to
bring in their laptops You know we keep 1 ft in the past but we also keep 1 ft
in the future I always tell my students this You know we don't promise you
that you're all gonna become professional DJ S but we promise you that you
will be a part of this DJ culture for the rest of your life and be in love with it
Coming up a former recording studio that now serves been fully delicious
food Get it spin will be right back with more scripted Welcome back to L A
unscripted from the art Deco masterpiece the Saban Theater I'm David Devin
And if Doug Coke has been to a show here in this 2000 seat theater I can
guarantee you he still has the ticket to prove it family Yeah that's my hard
rocking dad friends The occasional total stranger Rob Lowe behind every
Stub Bruce fist pound me at this show and it was all caught in the Jumbotron
is an incredible story He fist found me on this one too Actually I got it on
cell phone We won tickets to this show and a memory that's everlasting My
wife and I flew all the way to Philadelphia and we were front row for Dave
Matthews and Tim Reynolds In most cases the show I don't remember which
is what makes Stub stories so appealing That's why we call the company
Stub Stories apparel because every stub tells a story Jackie Balestra and Don
mcconaughey have found a way to capture those moments We started with T
shirts and within like three days of ordering samples she's like we should do
masks with a new company that celebrates the music That's such a great
conversation starter People come to you know I've met several people that
have actually been to the shows of the ticket I'm wearing by putting that old
ticket stub to everyday use It's history you know So so and these are these
are collectibles with a portion of every sale benefiting local youth musicians
for every item we sell we're gonna donate $1 to the South Bay music
connection when you have a stack of stubs at home Do you know how
difficult it is to select the ones that are gonna go on the shirts Yeah Yeah
There's the sentimental shows like my first date with my wife Billy Joel at
Hollywood Bowl 2014 This is all I have to show for it but we made up for it
years later by celebrating our engagement with Billy at New York's Madison
Square Gardens You so much There's the monumental concerts This is one
of Tom Petty's last shows before he died Same with Chris Cornell And what
about the big name shows in small venues like Metallica at the Fonda



Theater Aerosmith at the Whiskey Billie Eilish at the Troubadour or The
Killer in North Park San Diego Not to mention the historic ax and the shows
we've traveled across country for in the end when it came to choosing my
stub story you told me that your very first concert was Billy Joel and Elton
John I went with a little nostalgia So we made you up a shirt and a mask
from Doug's very first concert and a little something out of my family This is
an actual ticket stub from Woodstock Doug's father went to Woodstock and
he had he still had the tickets My dad was the fool who paid to go to
Woodstock Right Right Because after the first day it was free and he made
him a mug I made him a mug like it Thank you so much This is great Thank
you We'll be right back with more L A unscripted from the Saban theater
Welcome back everyone to L A and scripted from the beautiful Sub on
theater And while this place is filled with live performance history it's
Grandmaster Recorders where everyone who's anyone laid down some tracks
We went there to live local This is a 15,000 square foot property that is the
old recording studio and it's a restaurant fine dining Italian and also a rooftop
that looks up at the Hollywood sign So it's a one stop shop kind of place This
building has been many things over the years It was actually a silent theater
in the thirties and forties But effectively what drew me to this property was
the Grandmaster Recorders operated as a studio in Hollywood from 1971 till
2016 Over the course of that 71 to 2016 A lot of things happen in here Um
Bowie Blondie Chili peppers Kanye West Foo Fighters recorded records here
I literally think I had this exact model boom box and then here's some
cassette tapes Oh my God I had Van Halen I had triumph by the way
millennials Do you even know what these are This was the actual studio
studio 71 is its name because it was founded in 1971 So we thought we'd
paid to that So what was this room right here So this was the control room
So behind us here was the main studio desk So this room is amazing
concrete walls which are designed to you know retain the sound and to sit
there and think that late registration for Kanye was done here or the chili
peppers are their first kind of record It's it's pretty amazing to think that that
caliber of talent recorded here as you guys were making your renovations
Was there anything cool that you came across There was a lot of things in the
venue we we discovered during the renovation things like there was a
bathtub that was on the second level And apparently Deborah Harrow used
to make frequent use of it when she was in here doing stuff with Blondie and
also apparently in the mezzanine which is now the bathrooms Kanye West
used to camp out and do like days lock in when he was getting creative Even



heard Dave Groll talk about the back room which was his favorite drum on
the planet This room onto our left which is smaller room even if they didn't
record the album here come back and record the drum piece Favorite room
on the planet Pretty hard to like resist the charm and the and the story that
was Grandmaster recorders And so we had to take that legacy and
reinvigorate it into what it is today Uh The restaurant really is a a full dining
experience We don't use the word fine dining It's more fun dining New world
Italian is what we call it This is one of my most popular spontini which is
snacks Caviar Cannoli creme fresh Oh wow Six beautiful pastas whole
roasted duck We do like pizzas They we call them skateboards or ski So this
is the board Pizza is perfect for just me and welcome to Grandmaster
Rooftop Wow One of the best views of a Hollywood sign in the City
Grandmaster Record is it does go block to block So it does go from Kanga
all the way through to Ivar And with that means we can accommodate a lot
of people We're actually in the new vinyl district in high And it's important
that we're here because there's so much going on here and it used to be you
go to downtown you go to West Hollywood you stay there Hollywood wasn't
really a thing but it's actually that place that you can come as a destination
And it feels to me Hollywood's into the hotspot again And there's more
coming and now to a woman who owns a legendary landmark piece of L A's
jazz history and she's using it to keep the music alive on Crenshaw
Boulevard Jasmine Simpkins has the hashtag California story I wouldn't have
never thought that God would chose me to be the one to redo this place all
over again I'm Nina Rose Welcome to Nina Rose's penthouse at the
Maverick Flat The Mavericks Flat is a historical landmark venue that's been
here since 1966 A lot of legendary artists have performed here Marvin Gaye
Tina Turner the Temptations the ojs a lot of black artists that came through
here I knew it was on Crenshaw I passed by I had never been inside of this
place A good friend of mine had the place and it was sitting here um for like
almost two years It was like a haunted house So I just told him I said you
know what I wanna get the place I call it the resurrection of the Maverick
Flat Jasmine Welcome to Nina Rose's penthouse It is beautiful Honestly like
I absolutely love it It was tough Everything was shut down I mean if you
would have seen the place it was a disaster but I had a vision and God always
gave me vision and I seen past all that and you decided to make it a private
venue pretty much bringing it back to what it was Exactly And and you
know what It was funny because I didn't even know that it was a private
venue back in 1966 until the guy had told me that So that was like a



confirmation for me that this is what you need to do with the space We are
here in L A South Central I wanted to bring the Beverly Hills feel the
upscale feel I wanted to feel like we were somewhere else but still right here
in the inner city someone wanted to rent out the place What could they kind
of events Could they do birthday parties wedding receptions graduations you
name it they can do it here Movies has been shot here We shot Insecure uh
has been shot here Uh Lace has been shot here to be a good feeling for you
that you're a girl from Los Angeles and now you own a piece of history in
the city It's a blessing It's a blessing to be able to be a part of something
legendary for us That is all the time we have for tonight Thank you so much
to the theater come and see a show here in Beverly Hills You will not regret
it It is beautiful We'll see you next time you guys 


